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It’s no secret…
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These kids do, too
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This doesn’t have 
to be daunting…
Similarities between K-12 and Higher 

Education Course Design

Identify differences between K-12 and 
Higher Education Course Design

Explain how K-12 courses are approved for 
use at the local level in one state
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Dual Credit
• Dual Credit is an opportunity for high 

school students to take credit-bearing 
courses that count toward earning 
both a high school diploma and a 
college degree.
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The MD Dual 
Enrolled Student 

DEFINED
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Benefits of Dual CREDIT for 
the HS Student

• A taste of college life and college coursework

• Explore Academic Interests

• Prove an ability to handle advanced 
coursework 

• Experience while staying in their comfort zone

• College Credit accumulation
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Benefits of Dual 
credit for the HE 

Institution?
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Online Course Design?
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K-12 Secondary & HE Rubrics
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K-12 Secondary & HE Rubrics
K-12 GENERAL STANDARDS

1: Course Overview & Introduction

2: Learning Objectives
(Competencies)

3: Assessment & Measurement

4: Instructional Materials

5: Learner Interaction & 
Engagement

6: Course Technology

7: Learner Support

8: Accessibility

42
specific 

standards

***********

27
Essential 
(3 point) 

Standards

43
specific 

standards

***********

21
Essential 
(3 point) 

Standards

HE GENERAL STANDARDS
1: Course Overview & Introduction

2: Learning Objectives
(Competencies)

3: Assessment & Measurement

4: Instructional Materials

5: Course Activities & Learner 
Engagement

6: Course Technology

7: Learner Support

8: Accessibility & Usability
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Shared Design 
Elements
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Truth or Dare?
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Course Overview & Introduction
1. Clear instructions
2. Introduction to the course purpose and 

structure
3. Review of “Netiquette” or class etiquette
4. Minimal technology requirements
5. Prerequisites
6. Minimal technical skills
7. Instructor introduction
8. Student introductions
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Learning Objectives (Competencies)
1. Measurable course learning objectives
2. Measurable  module/unit-level learning 

objectives
3. Aligned to state/other content standards
4. Clearly stated
5. Written from the student perspective
6. Designed for the course level
7. Instructor introduction
8. Instructions for meeting the objectives
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Assessment & Measurement
1. Selected assessments measure the stated LOs and 

are consistent with course activities and resources
2. Specific and descriptive criteria provided for the 

evaluation of students’ work
3. Grading Policy/Student Expectations for course 

completion
4. Students have opportunities to measure their 

learning progress
5. Multiple measures of assessment strategies
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Instructional Materials
1. Contribute to achievement of the stated course 

and module/unit-level learning objectives
2. Relationship between materials and activities 

clearly explained
3. Appropriate reading level
4. Current
5. Sufficient breadth and depth
6. Culturally diverse and bias free
7. Appropriately cited
8. Help to meet state/other accepted standards
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Learner Interaction & Engagement
1. Learning activities promote achievement of the 

stated learning objectives
2. Activities support interaction and opportunities 

for active learning
3. Clear standards of instructor responsiveness 

and availability
4. Student interaction requirements are clearly 

stated
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Course Technology
1. Supports learning objectives
2. Support engagement and active learning
3. Consistent, efficient, intuitive navigation
4. Student ready access
5. Current technology, tools, and media
6. Tools and media protect student confidentiality
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Learner Support
1. Policies and services for all students identified
2. Course instructions articulate or link to a clear 

description of the technical support offered
3. Course instructions outline how the organization 

helps students reach educational goals
4. Course instructions answer basic questions related 

to research, writing, technology, etc., or link to 
tutorials or other resources that provide the 
information
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Truth or Dare?
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Accessibility
1. Accessibility information is provided along with 

guidance for obtaining student accommodations
2. Contains equivalent alternatives to auditory and 

visual content
3. Ensures screen readability and minimizes 

distractions
4. Accommodates the use of assistive technologies
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CSM: CCPS Case Study - http://bit.ly/1M9fmrt

QM Recommendations - http://bit.ly/1M9hlvQ



Student Success at Both 
Levels

• Ensure the 

– course content is appropriate to the reading level of the 
intended students.

– instructional materials have sufficient breadth and depth.

– instructional materials prepare students to meet state 
standards and/or other accepted content standards.

– course takes advantage of technologies and tools that 
protect student confidentiality

– The course design accommodates the use of assistive 
technologies.
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Credit toward HS Graduation 
may be given if the course…

• is consistent with local school system policies 
and procedures

• has received prior approval of the local 
superintendent of schools 

• is offered by an accredited college
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MSDE Online Course 
Approval Process

Algebra 3
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MSDE Online Course 
Approval
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Remember:
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Questions?

Christine Voelker

cvoelker@qualitymatters.org

@voelkerc

K-12 Program Director, Quality Matters
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